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mon school education and a fad can get one. The
requirements for licensure are constantly being made
easier, and yet the number of unlicensed "doctors"
increase in number and variety.

There is no law in California that requires ade-
quate education for the practice of the healing art.
Even the "Medical Practice Act" is a miserable
compromise between various types of expedienWy,
and the other laws are even less efficient. They
are all ineffective as to punishment for their viola-
tion, and they are both ineffective and dangerous
when considered from the standpoint of community
health.
The fact that our State stamps its approval upon

"doctors" so easily and makes such inadequate dis-
tinctions between the educated, the uneducated and
the fakir is becoming widely known. This local con-
dition has a reputation of being so confusing that
hundreds of visitors coming to the state are careful
to bring with them a list of educated physicians in
various parts of the state. They consider this as
much of a necessity as if they were going on a visit
to some Oriental country. The office of the phy-
sicians' association receives many inquiries of this
character from all parts of the world from other
physicians, hospitals, business houses, tourist agen-
cies, hotels, banks, and individuals.

HOW MANY MIDWIVES ARE THERE
IN CALIFORNIA

Answer: No one knows

Our readers will remember that some months
ago wide publicity was given to a statement that
there were but an insignificant number of midwives
in California. Those familiar with the health situa-
tion felt that this statement was very inaccurate.
We started out to get the facts. The investigation
has not gone far yet, but the results to date are very
enlightening.

According to the records of the State Board of
Medical Examiners, there are 11 licensed mid-
wives in the city and county of San Francisco. Ac-
cording to the figures of the city and county health
officer, there are 105 registered. Doctor Hassler,
health officer of the city and county, supplies us
with the names and addresses of these 105 people
who are registered, and according to the tax-collec-
tor's records 18 of them are licensed by that bureau.

If these facts obtain elsewhere in the state-as
they probably do-the number of midwives prac-
ticing legally and illegally in California is in the
thousands rather than hundreds as has been claimed.
Some of these, although not holding state licenses,
are nevertheless allowed to pay their taxes as mid-
wives to political units to practice obstetrics.

There ought to be closer co-operation between
various licensing and tax-collecting departments of
our state and local governments, particularly as it
applies to the conservation of the public health.
Legally, only the Board of Medical Examiners has
authority to license midwives, and county and mu-
nicipal tax-collectors should refuse to collect taxes
from people not so licensed. We may confidently
expect that the Board of Medical Examiners will

check up with the tax assessing and licensing de-
partments of cities and counties and with records
in health offices of various political units, and prose-
cute people who are practicing midwifery without a
license from their board as required of them by law.

EXTENSION WORK OF THE CALIFORNIA
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

Under the general title of "Extension Service,"
the California Medical Association has for many
years been developing and expanding a graduate in-
struction movement among its county societies and
members. The secretary of the association has on
hand an ever-changing list of speakers and their sub-
jects which she is ready to supply to any county
.society, or any other worthwhile organization, de-
siring a speaker for any meeting. Some of the mem-
bers also have signified their willingness to conduct
clinics and render any other graduate service they
can to their fellows upon request. The volume of
this work has constantly increased, and the move-
ment has spread in one form or another until now
it is widely carried forward in a large part of the
country.

Doctor Emma W. Pope, secretary of the associa-
tion, is now preparing a revised list of the Exten-
sion Service offered, and all members interested in
the subject are requested to communicate with her,
giving her one or more titles they are willing to
discuss before medical meetings and semi-medical
meetings, and at the same time to inform her
whether or not they are willing to conduct clinics,
and if so upon which particular branch of medicine.

This is one of the most important services that
physicians can render to each other. Those who can
and are willing to serve should notify the secretary
promptly, so that the list may be published and dis-
tributed throughout the Western States.

FACTORS INVOLVED IN THE DISTRIBU-
TION OF MEDICAL KNOWLEDGE

Medical progress moves forward in irregular cy-
cles. Medical literature follows along these- same
cycles. An outstanding discovery is made and thou-
sands of students take up the subject, elaborate it,
modify it, carry it far into fields unthought of by
the discoverer. The final findings become incorpo-
rated in text-book literature; and medical thought
of the pioneering type takes up something else.

In recent years, movements in medical investiga-
tion of new subjects and restudy of old subjects
have been promoted by other forces: particularly by
public interest aroused by the exposition of theories
in the public press. If one with a special idea, the-
ory, or fact can arrange for sufficient advance pub-
licity, a new society-often a national one-will be
organized by those who know how to capitalize free
publicity, and within a short space of time real
medical investigators are at work on the problem
and medical literature is reflecting the findings.

Just now, we are having a run of much-needed
investigation upon the various problems connected


